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was, it would be marked by a void which some future gen-
eration might undertake to fill without the full means of
doing justice to Lira and to his relation to his times. In
this department of letters, it is possible that something is
gained by the absence of any personal connection between
the biographer and his subject; but it is also certain that
much is lost when the greater impartiality of the writer is
necessarily accompanied by an inferior knowledge of those
motives of action, those principles of conduct, and those
traits of character which constitute the essential individu-
ality of him who is to be described. The world is generally
agreed that lives of distinguished men, which are written
by those who fulfil in them an office of friendship, even if
they are to be taken with some allowance, possess a balance
of advantages. To the criticism, which embraces this gen-
eral principle, I do not fear to trust myself in all that I
have said concerning Mr. "Webster. ]STo tie of kindred ex-
isted between him and myself; and I am not conscious of
the presumption of supposing that I can gain or lose by
the judgments that maybe formed respecting any portion of
his career, any act of his life, or any feature of his char-
acter. At the same time, it would be an affectation, if I
were not to avow that the writing of this work has been
with me a labor of love.

In its prosecution, I have had the benefit of a thorough
revision of what I have written by Mr. Ticknor, whose in-
terest both in the subject and in the writer has been with
him a double motive for the attention he has bestowed upon
my work. All who know the strength of his memory, the
soundness of his judgment, and the severity of his taste,
will appreciate, as I do, the advantage I have derived ftom
his assistance. ISTo part, however, of this work, it s.h0til<3l
be understood, lias proceeded from his pen, excepting the